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FOREWORD

Music for the native dances of Panama has been notated so infrequently that it is
still unknown to people outside of the country itself. It was Narciso Garay who
first called the attention of Elisabeth Waldo to it and she, in turn, interested the
American composer, William Grant Still, in developing it for concert use. Now
Mzr. Still has written, on Panamanian dance themes collected by Miss Waldo, a
work which is adaptable to string quartet or string orchestra. Nothing like it has
been done before in the literature for strings. Mr. Still has further departed from
traditional practices by making an attempt to approximate the sounds of native
instruments, giving the music an unusually interesting quality.

There is a distinct unity and a touch of Caribbean color in the four dances. The
first and last are Negro in origin, probably brought by the first slaves imported into
Panama, while the second and third are of Spanish-Indian derivation.

1. TAMBORITO: This dance is performed with percussive instruments and voice,
or with strings and percussion. The drum introduction is
repeated at the end of the dance.

2. MEJORANA: Usually in the major mode, the Mejorana is improvisatory in
style. The instruments used are the Mejoraneras (guitars
playing in counterpoint) and the Rabel (three-stringed violin).

3. PUNTO: This is a graceful dance in six-eight time, distinguished by the
Zapateo (shoe-tapping) section and a Paseo (Promenade),
which occur in the Mejorana as well.

4. CUMBIA: Most sensuous of all the dances, and completely lacking in
European elements. When it is danced in the streets, the
women hold lighted candles in their upraised hands, while the
men dance about them in an abandoned manner. A more
refined Cumbia is adopted for other occasions.



23

4. Cumbia y Congo

d.

o
SENTa SO

Allegro con moto (dJ- 132)

% u..
. I || T TR
h_ et -
(4 | Winn
| .,__ NI ﬁﬂa
1
ot Eunll A porét|
ma 3 Hﬂ
u_v...f Hur M hnmﬂ‘ﬂ A P
I b
1 |
b 1|H £ .._.11
b oA A
il _
0| A :ﬁ
3 4
8 ¥ ST A| |4
i & = 8
- m ]
mm_. Gy el Wku A m.. b
ﬁi = THM ™ S R
Ni:zld ] e
- = . 3 i
& 8 3 g g
S 8 [~ = E
= = s 4]

] i e
- 3
i X
a 4‘- -
lﬁ a.lln_ uHur
! i 11 [
-y
_A .
(-3
g 8 3. Bleh
% 118 [T 8 [T
E ey
) | ﬂ !
A1 -1 ‘4
H Rt
Yy, N me 4 ..,I...._; A *“nur
1l )
— i T
= Bl A E
# j
;i = /

L3
ri

o s o

o |

=

-
—— m

~ i
I =
-.=--mf

i Al
- 1 lll
H -
[ .J..u o
Lnnc
% wk
1 i
;.r o BH
I oIl o




24

+-

- 1 | ! | 1 1
P —1 17 { o |

7=

11




25

N

areco

Ay
Ay

Tap

I
)
A -5 A
|
I
I )
. N
i
1
= )
1
-3 1
| { ]
1
1
. 1
(i
& -fmm.

mf




™Y




Ty

Melody
] — 1 ] T - :_. s = ——
===== ===t === FEE==
=== == = =1
. mfy

—— e —
B —
N oo Vit
SE==——==r — =
= i ;'i'i' vy f molto rit.
ﬁ — . e — —— —
\
martele du talon non Divisi
37 Meno n n o n n on nooo n
= = - - i
¥ ¥ % s v rI; ;?i :
lon non Divisi
':_ K F'L\ I'Ih nt _ nk ben pronynziato
2 : a — e - = = o
Y = - - |4 - - # -
lon non Dfﬂdn = & - o - = &
N N N .Y [N N '-Lx N N "
}-'! . L'_ - FL nl. n
e ; % = ; - “;‘ﬁ, P "’ﬁ‘::’q::’%a’:
L RTIalo - -_:- 4
- == =
e e e

J ben pronunxieto



- )

28

r?

£

FEEEErEEE

£ o

_P L]

I 1 I
1

*i

Y

&

e

_i

T
1

=

8

—

v

=

| -
Y

P
™ LA rL

2

==

£

B

S ben pronunxiato

==co====:

I ten pronunzicto

TempoI (J=132)

==

k

—}"'ri'd""d'

JL
I:II
¥/
4

13
T

rit.

- S

11

&

o
a

Jben pronunziato

desdede | o4
f
mf

3
7




29

e E—ﬂs—-‘:ﬂ a1
~ r r ¥ ¥ 4 ¥
e f;-""_""'-\g_
S . e —=———s=———=———=
m_ﬁ : R s R
pirs. = —
= —F == " =
J mf| > % ¥ ¥ -
p:‘s:m.b arco
g == =t =
iR - === e =
‘ == B S S = :
VY05 =
s TRy e, —-—"_'--—-.i
cpy Lefefef FLefafaf Fefefef Eplpfel fefofef
w 7

J my :
mp
Melody ~ > - = pmy — [r— prm—
) r I 2. 1 1 L
F £ — == =====-=== e
i . £ o . F"‘-’h ; - 2




30

ﬁ_ E ﬁ "
ﬁ i
i
4 il &l
Lﬂ% }@ =..i. 4 1 1
o] (1 L 1n

. Bl hau_ﬂ f:-._

# T |

L 101

.:17 L_.T: -4

o | -«

L 18 )
-H ﬁ-._ 8 i
/..m,u C g nm m

. Aeldl A

g

3!’&. SR
.

—

pizy.

[—

==




31

See——=c

bl A A |

i,
fi— i ;

[ .3
13

-

r
3

£ ﬁ%ﬁéﬁlw

efe

——

area

0
i

Iy
I3




7 7 =17 |
= 5 bV b
g e e B |2 e T
7 _ T[Tt =7
hﬁ\ b he P2 "2 ? =

q
|
|
!
H

gy piree teffs befP, tefPf, lepf, A
M:ﬁl—ﬂ‘: === et ettt e e e e e e T
o

ame!@acoaﬂco-. ............. i e e 4%:%
Div. ;
| l l ( 4
|Ei§:"__':‘r'_ EEEErEEE %
v accel. poco a poeo. . - . - . e R [ T i

|

e
i)
1)
'
L]
e
»
L]
i I
g
: L)
G i)
i
it
L3
by
Y
i)

accel. poco a poco. - . - - . _|. - -
an_ N a
i
== == =S==5

e
~ @CCELPIOCO B POCO- - - = = = & 2 o eoeoeea e e = = = > =

%:&% bossppeee |losspsnes ieessnsne | paeenpee
e ==2==2

oy

L\

Ll i
q&:
TV

i

i)
t“ﬂ 1
e
i Y,

4

1)
v
v
v
¥
v

l%‘
S



